Sermon Family Service 3 July 2011

Matthew 13, 1-13 and 44-46

Introduction for children

Dear Children

The Bible text that we listened to today is a story that Jesus told his friends when he was sitting with them on the edge of the lake. Because he told them many stories that are called Parables and this is when he wanted to tell them what the Kingdom of God looks like. So he used a very special language to tell them something about the Kingdom of God, which is so different to anything we can imagine on this earth. Today’s parable is about a man who found an extremely valuable treasure in a field. And after he had found it – he would hide it again in the earth and then he ran home and sold everything he had in order to buy that field with the treasure in it.

So today I brought you something that is a bit like a treasure. I brought you a very large box of chocolates that I got as a present yesterday. As we had a little BBQ we shared those lovely chocolates with each other. But some of them are left over and therefore I would like to share this treasure with you children. But first I want you to look after it when you go to the children’s programme with Nicole and after lunch we can all share these lovely chocolates from this big box. Is that a good idea?

So it is very important for us to remember that a treasure is something that we like very much or that is precious in our lives. So it is important to look after it very well. And it is always good to share our treasure with others so it can make others happy too.

Dear Parishioners, dear families and friends of the Swiss Church

The children went off with the box of chocolates and hopefully they will leave some for us so we can share with them this treasure of sweetness. The chocolates were a good way of showing the children what it feels like to be in possession of a treasure and what it means to like something very much and then having to share that treasure with others. A real treasure is of course much more than just a box of chocolates, it can be anything that is dear to our hearts and that is precious in our lives. Jesus’ parable invites us to ponder on what the treasures in our lives are. Which of the things in our lives are the most important ones for us? And am I willing to stand up for them and is there anything in this world I would give everything up for?  

The treasures I am talking about are immensely precious completely independent from their value in terms of money. Usually these can be people who are dear to us, things that remind us of beautiful memories or other things that we would not want to miss out on in our lives. I believe that it is very important to be aware of what our personal treasures are in life and how we look after them. This awareness will help us to set our priorities right.

But also we should be aware of the treasures of our loved ones and how we can make sure that they have room to look after their treasures and that we value and protect what is precious to them as much as what is precious to us. 

What are your treasures? Is it your family, to have quality time for yourself or with your children, maybe photographs, exercising, music, culture, food, or what else can you think of? Do you look  after your treasures well in your everyday life?

Now I would like to challenge you even more: is there any treasure in this world that we would give up everything else for? Jesus with his parable was implying that there is something that is worth more than anything else in the world and that is the Kingdom of Heaven. He was saying that if we gain the Kingdom of Heaven we are happy to give up everything else in our lives. The man in the story who found the treasure literally ran away in order to give everything up and come back to his newly found treasure. 

Although I have to say it is not so straightforward to know what Jesus meant when he was talking about the Kingdom of Heaven, firstly we might think of eternal life and probably he had this in mind as well. So the parable tells us that we are happy to lose what we have here on earth in order to gain eternal life and that earthly treasures are nothing compared to the treasures of eternity. But on many occasions it becomes clear that Jesus was also talking about realising the Kingdom of Heaven here and now. The Kingdom of Heaven can happen right now, when we look after our own personal treasures, and the treasures of this world. For example when we take care to be a loving partner, friend or neighbour. When we stand up for our values, for example for more justice and for a world that can be a beautiful and healthy place for the next generation to live in.  The Kingdom of Heaven can be realised now and not in the future.

And the third implication of the Kingdom of Heaven can also mean to leave everything behind for our faith and for what we truly believe in. Jesus tells us that if we do that we can gain something that is worth much more than anything else that we own. So let us set off and explore all three dimensions of the Kingdom of Heaven: Eternity, a better life here and now and  to have faith in God and in this world. Amen
